
Conserve 
  and Save

We are quickly approaching the irrigation season. 
Hopefully the wet season will prove fruitful in filling the 
reservoirs and growing the snowpack. This happening is 
never a given. Now is the time to start considering water 
conservation measures. There is no use in waiting to save 
water when there is nothing left to save. 

Many folks make landscaping changes in the spring. 
Before you plant this year, consider using hydro-zoning 
techniques to maintain a lush yard with less water. These 
techniques are highlighted in the links below and can 
be seen first-hand at the nearby Weber Basin Learning 
Garden. It is also important to identify how efficient your 
irrigation system is running. Doing these things will save 
water and your hard earned money.

Please do your part to conserve water. This ensures you 
and your children will have the water they need to thrive 
here in this beautiful, but arid, state.

Sincerely,

Kenton Moffett, P.E.
Ogden City Water Utility Manager

Did you know demand for water in Ogden 
more than doubles in the summertime? 

The increase is largely attributed to landscape 
irrigation. One of the best ways to conserve water in the 
summertime is to reduce the amount of water you use in 
your yard.

An easy way to cut back is to water only when your 
lawn and plants really need it. Watering too frequently 
promotes shallow plant rooting, and ironically, plants with 
shallow roots need to be watered more often. 

Allow the plant to undergo mild drought resistance 
in the springtime and early summer months to stimulate 
rooting so that when temperatures reach over 90° the 
plant will be able to better handle the stresses of extreme 
temperature and won’t need to rely on frequent watering 
to stay vibrant.

Summertime Water Demands

Message from Ogden City’s  
Water Utility Manager

Water Conservation Resources
WEBER BASIN CONSERVANCY

www.weberbasin.com/conservation

UTAH SLOW THE FLOW
http://www.slowtheflow.org

UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY
http://cwel.usu.edu

DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES
http://www.conservewater.utah.gov

WATER USE IT WISELY  
http://wateruseitwisely.com
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How much water do I really need?

Before you can create an efficient watering schedule, you need to determine how much water your lawn is getting from your 
irrigation system. This test will give you that information; it’s based on measurements taken from different zones in your yard. A zone 

is a specific area of your landscape served by a series of sprinkler heads on one valve.
Just follow these simple steps:

1.  Set three or more flat-bottom cans or mugs at various places on your lawn at least four feet from 
sprinkler heads.

2.  Turn on your 
sprinkler system for 
15 minutes.

3.  Measure the 
depth of water in each 

can with a ruler and 
determine the average 

water depth in cans by 
adding up all the measurements 

and dividing by the number of containers you used.
4.  Find your sprinkler output in this table and 

match your watering minutes to the suggestions for 
each season.

Your Questions Answered  
by the Water Conservationist:

Q: Why does conserving water matter? Don’t 
we receive plenty of moisture in the winter 

and spring months?
A: During the cold and wet winter 

months, it is easy to forget that we live in a 
desert climate susceptible to drought and 
water shortages. Since we cannot predict 

the amount of precipitation we receive each 
year, conserving and protecting our current water 
resources is our best solution to making our water 

last for years to come. Developing good water-conserving habits 
in times of plenty is the first step in offsetting the effects of 
drought when it creeps up on us.
Q: What are some ways I can conserve water?

A: The first step in conserving water is to become aware of 
your daily habits and then make a plan to improve them and 
stick to it. Everytime you turn on a faucet or hose you can make a 
conscious decision to conserve water. For example, if you are used 

to taking a fifteen minute shower, you 
can cut it down to ten minutes. You can 
use a bucket filled with water to wash 
your car instead of letting the hose run 
while you wash it. Little changes add up 
to big results.

Q: What are some of the biggest water wastes around the house?
A: Leaking toilets waste a huge amount of water each year. 

In fact a leaking toilet can waste up to 200 gallons a day! If you 
notice your toilet is constantly “running,” check the inside of the 

toilet tank to ensure the flapper 
is sealing properly. If your toilet uses 
more than three gallons per flush, you 
can add a toilet-tank-bank to the tank to displace up to a gallon 
of water with every flush. Another big water user is summer 
irrigation. Overwatering our yards is the biggest waste of our 
culinary water during the summer.
Q: I want to conserve water, but I 
also want a green lawn. How can I 
have both?

A: Developing a proper 
watering schedule for your lawn 
is the first step. This takes into 
account the type of soil, grass, 
and shade in your yard. It’s also 
important to check your sprinkling system at the beginning of 
the season for leaks, broken sprinkler heads, misalignments, and 
anything that would contribute to uneven watering. The key is to 
make everything as uniform as possible so you can minimize your 
watering time. Ogden City and the slowtheflow program offer 
free sprinkler audits during the summer season where a trained 
technician can help you develop your schedule.
Q:  I have checked my sprinkler system and everything appears to be 
running properly, but I am still getting brown spots in my lawn?

A:  If you have the occasional brown spot in your lawn, but 
the rest of the grass is green, pull out the hose and hand water 
that spot. Don’t increase your sprinkler running time or you will 
needlessly overwater the rest of the lawn.

A simple DIY method to determine your lawn’s watering needs

If water depth 
in cans is... 1/8” 3/16” 1/4” 5/16” 3/8” 1/2” 5/8” 3/4” 1”

then water for this many minutes...
In SPRING,
water every 4 days 52 34 26 20 17 13 10 9 6

In SUMMER,  
water every 3 days 104 69 52 41 35 26 21 17 13

In FALL,  
water every 4 days 69 51 39 31 26 19 15 13 10

Source:  Weber Basin Water Conservancy District brochure (2010)       www.weberbasin.com/conservation

Water 
only between  

6pm and  
10am

Beat the Heat!  Beat the Heat!  Beat th
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Lawn Watering Guide
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